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ROBERT B. MORSE WATER FILTRATION PLANT HAER MD-166 
(Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission, Burnt Mills Facility) 
10700 and 10701 Columbia Pike 
Silver Spring 
Montgomery County 
Maryland 
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Renee Bieretz, Jet Lowe, photographers, 2008 

MD-166-1 East elevation of low-lift pumping station, looking west. 
Former preliminary sedimentation basin is in foreground. High- 
lift pumping station is in background. 

MD-166-2 Front elevation of high-lift pumping station. Colesville Road 
(also called U.S. Route 29 or Columbia Pike) is in foreground. 

MD-166-3 Perspective view of high-lift pumping station, looking west. 

MD-166-4 Rear perspective of high-lift pumping station. 

MD-166-5 Rear elevation of high-lift pumping station. 

MD-166-6 Attic of high-lift pumping station showing steel framing and 
concrete slab roof units. 

MD-166-7 Detail of dormer window in high-lift pumping station attic. 

MD-166-8 Office space on second floor of high-lift pumping station. 

MD-166-9 View of the main stairway in the high-lift pumping station, 
looking from the second floor landing to the ground floor. 

MD-166-10 Ground floor of high-lift pumping station. Note the main 
stairway and columns. 

MD-166-11 Detail of wall in high-lift pumping station with Armstrong 
"Corkoustic" cladding and glazed brick. 
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MD-166-12 Basement of high-lift pumping station. Note steel I-beam and 
pump foundations. 

MD-166-13 Rear semi-circular section of the high-lift pumping station 
basement with remnants of the piping systems and suction wells 
at rear wall. 

MD-166-14 Front elevation of low-lift pumping station. 

MD-166-15 Perspective view of south side wall of low-lift pumping station. 

MD-166-16 Parking lot at rear of low-lift pumping station that sits on former 
preliminary sedimentation basin. The concrete pads adjacent to 
the low-lift pumping station contained the "Aer-O-Mix" 
aerators. 

MD-166-17 View of former preliminary sedimentation basin, looking east 
from south side of low-lift pumping station. 

MD-166-18 Outbuilding at end of low-lift pumping station parking lot. Note 
the concrete wall and light standard base, which are remnants of 
the former preliminary sedimentation basin. 

MD-166-19 Detail of light fixture located on rear elevation of low-lift 
pumping station. 

MD-166-20 Dam on Northwest Branch of Anacostia River, taken from the 
ridge looking north. 

MD-166-21 Top of dam with high-lift pumping station in background. 

MD-166-22 Dam with intake house located on the abutment. 

MD-166-23 Interior of dam, showing one of the ten bays, looking west 
through arched openings along the center of the dam. 

MD-166-24 Interior of dam, showing one of the ten bays, view southwest. 

MD-166-25 Intake house interior, showing original intake valve. 


